4* 
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CONFIDENTIAL RKCORD SHEET 
REGISTRATION AND SUBSCRIPTION SERVICE 
BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA 



Appendix A 



DATE 



October 9, 1978 



FULL NAME 




initials if you can possibly give full name) 



ADDRESS_ 
CITY Ashland 



STATE Kentucky 



ZIP CODE 41101 



DATE OF BIRTH 2/8/54 



(This is important and should be exact) 



APPROXIMATE AGE_ 
RELIGION 



(To be uned ONLY when date of birth is not known) 
NATIONALITY U.S. Citizen 




OCCUPATION Student 
EDUCATION_ 
WEIGHT 160 



t School of Nursing 



land, Kentucky 



HEIGHT 5' 10' 



RACE White 



COLOR OF HAIR 



Black 



_COLOR OF EYES Wears glasses 



OUTSTANDING CHARACTERISTICS OR INTERESTS 

MARRIED OR SINGL E - Single CHILDREN_ 

WIFE'S NAME 



SCOUTING CONNECTIONS: 



UNIT H 



CITY 



STATE 



OFFICE 



DATE REGISTERED 



DATE RESIGNED 



SPECIAL RECOGNITIO N Eaple Scout - Vigil in Order of the Arrow 

SUSPENDED OR DENIED REGISTRATION FOR FOLLOWING REASONS: 
Advances made to Scout at summer camp 

SPECIFY THE FACTS WHICH LEAD YOU TO RECOMMEND DENIAL OF REGISTRATION AND 
ATTACH SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS ( STATE ONLY KNOWN FACTS, NOT RUMOR, CONJECTURE 
OR SPECULATION) : ~ 

Statements previously mailed to Registration. 



NOTED 

DEC 5 





Signe 

SCOUT EXECUTIVE 
Council Tri -Stale Area Council //67Z 
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c 1 TheBiMin«*Oa2«ttel 

'Saturday, May 30, 1987 17.- Aj 

pConvicied: 

' -"-District Court jury has I - 
-7 convicted a Billings man of twOj ♦ 
•-- counts of sexual assault * - j 
involving two young girls last 
** fall. Jurors deliberated about yj 
five hours Thursday before ^ 
returning th e guilty v ^ icU .Lj 
against jigjiBh|M^3, of 1244 -| 
Crawford Dr. District Judge G/ ' 
T odd D augh will sentence 
(' ■ flS^PJuty 1 after a pre- 
\ ; sentence inv estiga tion has been 

compleled.^jfcfras accused ■ 
4 , of fondling two girls — ages 11 ; 
J and 12 — at their Billings home ' y 
1 lastOcL3L-. • r .***v ; «J 



Pi H V 



s 



-8- 



3^ 
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c The BilUngs G»*«*« . 

Sa, U .day. Mo_v 30. ^987 17- A; ^ 

Convicied: a , - \ 

District Court jury has ' 
convicted a Billings man o( two . 

counts of sexual assault — , 
Involving Wo young S *s las | 
fall. Jurors deliberated about , 
I IvehoursThursday before 

returning the guUtyveruicls . ; 4 
t- ^41, 33, of 1244 



against UUIP II^. 33, o» vm 

• Crawford Dr. District Judge G. 
, Todd Bau gr. will sentence 
r July 1 after a pre- 

-sentence Investigation Has been 

' com,»lQtcd.ja(»*as accused , 
, of fondling two girls -ages 11 ■ 
and 12 -at their Billings home 

, last Oct. 3b-;'^ J^;.:.rY..l.*& 
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Montana Council 
Boy Scouts of America 



SEHVICE CENTERS 



:COUTIKG/USA 




January 6, 1987 



Paul Ernst 

Registration , Subscription 
and Statistical Service 
Boy Scouts of America 
1325 Walnut Hill Lane 
Irving, Texas 75038-3096 

Dear Paul : 

Please add the attached news clipping .to. the file on ^0MV^)pi should 
he again request registration with the Boy Scouts of America. We would 
have yet another reason to deny tha t registration. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 



Sincerely, 




gh 



F . STARCH 



Unl» r-'i Way 
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The Billings Gazette 



Wod.. D»c. 31, 1988 5-C ^ 

City man charged 
in sexual assault 

A 32-ycar-old Billings man was ar- 
raigned Tuesday on charges of sex? 
uaily assaulting two pre-teen girls on 
Halloween. 

fo'^^rive^va^nraigned in Justice 
Court on two counts of felony sexual 
assault. ' * 

According to court documents, 
^■0)5 charged with going to the 
lunff of a friend on Oct. 31, and 
touching and fondling the friend's 
daughters, age 12 and U. 

One of the girls wrote he^nothcr 
a note Nov. 9 X saying thatflph had 
assaulted the two girls, court papers \ 

say. , 
g^jwas released on his own re- , 

cognizance and his case remanded to 1 

District Court. . 



JAMES A PA1 TEN 
JEFFREY T R£NZ 



Patten & Rf-inz 




June 2, 1983 



Of Counsel 



Mr. J, L. Tarr 

Chief Scout Executive 



Irving, Texas 75062-1296 

CERTIFIED MAIL 

RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 



Re: Mr. Joel Gilpin 



Dear Mr. Tarr: 

We represent Mr, Joel Gilpin, a former scout leader in theTri-State Area Council 
No, 672 (West Virginia, Ohio, and Kentucky.) Mr. Gilpin presently resides in Billings, 
Montana. 

In 1976, three scouts accused Mr. Gilpin of having had sexual relations with 
them. An investigation was undertaken and Mr. Gilpin was completely exonerated of the 
charges* (See enclosure*) One of the scouts involved later contacted Mr. G0pin r 
admitted that he had lied, and apologized for the incident. - 

In 1977, the effects of these false charges had not subsided and Mr. Gilpin was 
removed from the troop roster. (See enclosures.) 

Mr. Gilpin subsequently moved to Billings, Montana, where he again became active 
in scouting and in Big Brothers. Accusations such as that above apparently never die* 
When the local scout troop went through the re-registration process this year, it included 
Mr. Gilpin's name as an assistant troop leader. A very strong communication, this time 
from the B.S.A.'s National Headquarters, was sent to the local council apparently 
directing that Mr. Gilpin was not to be associated in Scouting activities. It appears that 
this order was based upon the 197G charges of which, we have noted, he was completely 
exonerated. Within six hours of this order, and based upon the B.S.A.'s communication, 
Mr. Gilpin was suspended from the Big Brothers program. 

It is our understanding that, when the National Headquarters directs that a person 
not be involved in scouting activities, such a communication implies that that person has 
been involved in damning activities, such as criminal misconduct, drug use, alcohol abuse, 
physical abuse of a scout, or sexual misconduct. 

Mr. Gilpin is unaware of and apparently has never been advised of any other 
incident which would disqualify him from participating in scouting. 
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Mr. J. L. Tarr 
June 2, 1 983 
P?i<je t wo 



We have advised Mr* Gilpin that (he communications between various Scout 
headquarters constitute a defamation of his character and that he may have a claim for 
damages against the Boy Scouts of America- We need not advise you that false charges 
of illegal sexual activities (that is, homosexual relations with minors) are very serious, 
expecially when they surface 2000 miles and seven years from the place and date Mr. 
Gilpin hod been found to be innocent. 

Mr, Gilpin presently has no desire to sue the B.S.A. for monetary tinmoges. He 
only wishes to quash these false accusations and become reinvolved in Scouting. 

Accordingly, on Mr. Gilpin's behalf, we must demand that the Boy Scouts of 
America close and seal its file, including any communications, regarding the 1976 
incident and further, formally withdraw its objection to Mr. Gilpin's participation in the 
Boy Scouts of America. We would recommend that you confer with your attorneys on the 
law of libel and slander and with regard to your potential exposure to actual and punitive 
damages. 



Sincerely, 




JTR/jab 



cc: Mr. Joel Gilpin 



83R-30 
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SCOUTING/USA 



V 




A program for Cub Scouy«Boy Scouts, and Sxptorers 



National Office 

BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA 



April 14, 1983 



Scout Executive 

Montana Council, No, 315 

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL 



Thank you for the return of the confidential inquiry concerning 
We are refusing registration at this time based on the information which you have 
given us* Mr^dbn was placed on the Confidential File in 1978 and we feel 
that he should not have association with youth at this time* 

A credit notice is attached returning the $5*00 fee which was sent to us. 

Sincerely, 



Paul I. ( Ernst, Director . 
Registration, Subscription & 
Statistical Service 

eko 

Attachment 



1 Region 




£a Director, North Central Region 
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A program for Cub Scamg, Boy Scouts, and Explorers 



National Office 
BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA 



SCOUTING/USA 



M trA»> ^ Mfr r • ^^^^^^^^ 

r4^d h Pt November 21 1983 




r 



Great 



Re: Boy Scouts of America ESIS Contract 0835 
Claimant: Joel Gilpin D/I: 5/1/83 



\4 



Confirming our conversation today, I am enclosing Notice 
And Acknowledgement, Summons, Complaint, and a Request To Produce 
filed against us in the U.S. District Court, District of Montana, 
under CB83-283-BLG. This service was received on November 14 , 
1983, and we have 20 days after date of service in which Co" ,M 
answer. Will you please assign this to an attorney and ask him 
to request a delay in the Motio n To Produce? He and our Legal 
Counsel, David Park (phone No. ^^^j j^gggjg^J ) , will need to 
discuss what has to be furnished under the Motion To Produce. 

We have a rather complete file on this situation, but do 
not want to furnish it until after the assigned attorney and 
Mr, Park have been able to visit on it. The action brought is 
for liable and slander, which is covered under our general lia- 
bility policy written through the Insurance Company of North 
America. This policy, of course, has limits of $500,000 and a 
deductible of $500,000, and we then have a contract with ESIS, 
Inc. Surely will appreciate your having the assigned attorney 
answer before our 20 days are up and secure an extension on the 
Motion To Produce. Will you please let me know the name of the 
attorney and law firm who will answer? 



Since 




Director 

Insurance & Risk Management 

Attachments 




HCF/jm 



A- 91U. 



JOEL 0. GILPIN 



Ashland, Kentucky 41101 



JUN 9I976 




T^C^y *</ Csl </s S*«i. n ^/!\. r/^ \ 4 <• 

J < / / ? 
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'Ir^&f {<-jC°t*- J ^LCr tTtvC. ^tisT^v*^ 




'At. 



.^r*~ '' W' H ^*^ -f^*^* S^J 
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June 1 1 , 117' 

I 




I received your letter and must confess f hat I 
knew of no problem. 

1 have, as you requested, changed our records 
and have mailed the check to (he Troop. 

If I had been informed, 1 would have immediately 
checked It out* I am having our Field Director f!. D. 
Cory, III look into the matter. 

Thanks for taking the time to inform cnc. 

Since rely, 

i 




WRC:ame 



cc: 




I 
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JOEL R. GILPIN 
Ashland, Kentucky 41101 



June 13 , 1976 



Mr. 

Tri State Area Council, BSA 



Huntington, W.Va. 25701 
Dear Bob, 

In reply to your letter of June 11, J will begin by quoting an old saying 

that goes "nothing is stranger than truth itself M - Let me, please, bring 

you up to elate as to the events surrounding the scandal in which I'm involved. 

You probably received my letter on Wednesday, June 9. On the next day, 

Thursday, June 10, I was approached by a Scoutmaster who is a private 

investigator for a reputable investigative service. Having heard that 

I had dropped out °^B|liB |,ie extended an invitation to come to his Troop. 

I replied something totn^effect that it would be best for his Troop if I weren't 

to do that. He asked me why and so I told him the situation. He was 

immedia tly interested and concerned as wo, though not the best of friends, 

have a mutual respect for each other because of the role we play in Scouting. 

He said he would see what he could do. I was appreciative of his help and 

promised cooperation toward the goals of 1 . finding the person(s) responsible, 

2. finding what had been said amongst the Scouts of T140 in order to 3. determine 

whether or not I would be accepted if I were to return as a leader. 

On Friday, June U, after consulting the one Scout of the three involved 
who , in late April called and apologized to mc personally, my investigator 
got in touch with me and agreed that some thing was "fishy" and thought 
it a good idea to talk to a Scou t^flHHflfeo was level headed, responsible, 
had good rapport with the Scouts, and one whom J considered to be a close 
friend who could be trusted. I, after much consideration, decided, to 
call upon a Scout w ho certainly met all these qualifications whom I shall 
refer to as^^^^^| 

I callci^J ^BB 3 " Friday, June 11, and asked if he would consider telling 
me what had been said about me. He said no, he wouldn't. 1 asked if 
he would tell a third party, namely o private investigator, and he replied 
that he would rather not become involved. 1 then told him that 1 would 
honor his wishes . 

However, with much personal reputation at stake, I had a talk witl 
father, a respectable Ashland businessman, on June 12. I approached him 
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jWy 21, 1977 



Troop 



July 25th-- 7:00 PM.-Meet at church 

Soccer Ball in Park 
Return to church 0:30 PM. 

August 1st- NO MEETING 

August 8th- NO MEETING 

August 15th- Leave Church at 5:30 PM for picnic and swim 

at Carter Caves. Return to church at 10:00 PM. 

August 22nd- TLC Meeting, h o u s e 7:00 PM. Readers only) 

August 29th 7:00 PM , Start regular weekly meetings. 



who for the past four years has served as Scoutmaster 
and Assistant Scoutmaster of our Troop has resigned as Assistant 
Scoutmas ter , effective immcdia teJ^^^He will no longer par tic i pate 
in any of the Troop activities. ^HBBwill attend Marshall University 
this fall as a full time s tudent . We thank him for his service to 
the Troop and wish him well in his schooling. 
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IdH requested that yon he removed tr^tn their 
Troop ro.'itcr for rcauonfl of whirii you are .:\vnrr 4 

fi'ncloacd is a check /or 50 vvhich covers r. full refund 
for your adult rejM/Hrnlion and O. A. flues. 

You no ionrer .jhould be involved with -eoutinr or it? 
related activities .vicii an the n r d (!r c f t;, t - .> n ,).v ( 

I am 3 u re thai you understand fhe ut f u;u *» ir'i fh;it nu 
further action will he necessary. 

,Since rel v , 
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Ashland, KY 
October 20, 1977 




Enclosed you ' 11 find the check for $4.50 sent to 
me recently which I am returning. I will not accept 
it as such action i on my part would imply that 
I am guil ty of wrongdoings , which T am not . 

To my knowledge, no official of^P^^^^^ has asked 
that my name be removed from the roster. Please 
check your source if you feel this is not true. 

Concerning your command that I drop out of 
Scouting and Order of the Arrow activities, I will 
not do so at this time with the implications 
you have made in your letter of October 12. 

Why? Th^^^gMM^Ience I had was from 
you and PHH^PWfn August of 1976 which 
cleared me of all allegations of my being a homo- 
sexual. Mow, out of the "clear blue sky" you 
strongly urge, almost demand, that I quit, that 
I know why and that no further action will be necessary. 

Whatever happened to the ideal that one is 

innocent until proven guilty? Is it to be attempted 

to oust me from Scouting without so much as 

a hearing at which time I could present my arguments? 

You and Tri State Area Council seem to be making 

some rather harsh insuations without all the facts. 

For the record, I had planned to let my registra- 
tion expire this coming March and not be active- 
not even visit-in anything Scouting. I have not 
been for three months, nor plan to be until March, 
active in any way whatsoever in Scou ting . But now , 
I have no choice than to be active in some small 
way until March to signify that I am not allowing 
myself to be dropped from Scouting by the local Council. 



Should you wish to make amends , a letter stating 
that I am not being "kicked out" will do nicely. 
I will not be intimidated- we are dealing with 
defamation of character, namely mine. 

I trust you can .see my point of view and will 
take the necessary steps to correct the accusing 
attitude conveyed to me in your letter. Until 
then , I remain 



In Scouting , 




June 1 , 1978 




Ashland, Kentucky 41101 



Dca 




I must have your help if we are to eliminate the problem 
that we discussed at the Scout Show. As J told you, I am con- 
cerned only with the well-bein^ of the hoys we serve and do not 
feel that leadership of this type is needed in Scouting. I am 
willing to take a personal stand and eliminate this situation but 
cannot do it alone. 

I feel that we have two directions that we can pO and still 
control the probie n. One is that yon secure personal /jf ntemcnt ? 
in detail of what actually happened. These statements munt be 
specific but will be confidential and not for public use. The 
alternative is that you set up a meefln* so that I can meet with 
the boys involved and let me secure the statement. 

The easiest thine is to for/jet it and let him register in the 
other troop but the easiest thing is not always the best for the 
boyn wc serve. It's in your hands. Please let me how what yon 
decide. 

Since rely, 




Vv' Kf:ame 



on the grounds of permission for my investigator to approach his son and 

ask him some question^concerning this mess which^Qggjfjg^ [a tlier already 
had heard about, flflB3££8Rther was very understanding, taut said that my 
call the previous evening had upset his son tremendously and that he was 
concerned about the effects a confrontation of this sort would have upon 
his son and doubted if any real good would come out of it* 

This started me to se riously c onsider my priorities. I realized only after 
my conversation witl^|^^^§|^fa ther that my needincM^know the facts 

would be hurting others, namely people such asflU Bfhat I have the utmost 

respect for, and admiration, and whom I have no desire toupset or hurt. 

I also realized that J could handle the emotional strain that is connected 

with this much better than that of a 1 *1 — L 5 year old young man. I saw that 

getting the facts would be* "winning the battle but losing the war" as I would perhaps 

know the full story but would never be accepted as a leader of T 148 as too 

many toes would be stepped on in the process. 

Therefore, I wish to go on record as asking that the following requests 
be honored: 

1. As of now, no inquiries of any nature are to be directed to any 
Scout, Scouter, or adult concerning this matter 

2. Any inquiries to the reason of my ^^fttng my position as SM be 
directed to either myself or 

3 • An attitude of forget the whole thbu^^ydoptcd with the hopes 
that in the near furure I may return tcHI^^ If I can return, I will not 
mention this matter to anyone and will take the attitude that two other 
Scouts involved will be treated by me with the utmost respect and courtesy 
as I attempt to do to all the Scouts of the Troop. I will forgive and forget. 

I am sure your head is swimming with nil this, but by placing 
lie events in order as I have done, I hope to help straighten things out, I 
must say that 1 am grateful for your interest and support. It indicates to me 
that the professionals of our Council are interested and willing to help 
when alerted to problems. I will not forget this and will try to support the 
Council in all of its activities. 

Please feel more than welcome to contact me for any further details or to 
have any questions answered. Again, I am grateful to you, and wish 
success in all your future endeavors. 





cc: II. D. Cory III 
R. Gordon Scott 
Bill Sercy 



In Scon 
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August 20, 1970 



TO : 



Tri-S tats Area Council-DSA 



From : 



Scou tmas ter-Troop 148 




Subject; Incident at Arrowhead-Summer Camp, July 15, 1977 

attended Summer Camp at Arrowhead the week of July 10, 
^1977. I was the only adult leader, with fourteen boys. 

was a registered Assistant Scoutmaster at the time, 
re had been inactive. Joel had volunteered to bring a 
pick-up truck up Friday night, July 15th, and take a load of gear 
back Saturday when camp was over. 

frrived Friday night, wi th^^^^^^^^^|, who was also a register 
Scout inour Troop. I offered the empty bunk in my tent, but 

he sa^^h^^ould rather sleep on the picnic table under the tarp, 
so f/^^^^^^^^ slept in my tent. 

When I went to sleep, jfjllMB^as in bed on the picnic table, and 
several Scouts were sitting around the camp fire. 

The following morning we broke camp, attended retreat and started 
home . The f ol lowing s tory was told on the way home . 



said tha t he , 
ended up in their sleeping bags by 
intended to spend the night there, 
the boys were- embarassed to tell me 
but he did not se e wha t wen t on and 
conversation, but t^SSS^MtTW 3 n d 



the 



nd fBBBBBBWfer had 

fire' the night before and ha 
said he was telling me beca 
as pre sen t at the inc ide 
he^did not hear all of the 
ad told him about it later . 




^ ;aid th a (^t^ffis^ i ad gotten 
the fire and saWrown besid 
sleeping bag and ran them tap and clown 
same thing to david after Lawrence 
wen t to his ten t also. 




gh t and came over to 
ut his hands in the 
s leg. lie did the_ 
fter ■ I left, 



The s tatements of the th ree Scou ts arc a I; t ached , 



When I ta Iked 



Jabout this he denied it irnPa tically. 



I told that I did not want him to participate in any troop 

activities and that I would not reregister him when our Charter 
expired 3 = 31 = 78. said he would be going to school full time 

?. nd did no t plan to^freg is tt^^^ I contacted all Scouts and parent 
of the Troop and told them tfjfeflT" *- 1 1 d bo involved in no Troop 
activities, and would be dropping out ^of Scouting to attend schoc 
f u 1 1 time . 



I personally feel that* 
in the Scou t ing program. 



should not be an adult volun te c 
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< ^cc/ ^Ajz. fr^i - x +jfi 



4. 



dkTUjl\ (Tl\J$Si. y^cW^ ^ - - - 
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: *'e?t emi; er Z5, I 778 



\-0 



i I 
i f 



u 




Ashland, Kentucky 41101 
Dear 



After c a re f vi I review, wc have derided that your regis- 
tration with the Poy Scouts of America should no* be. accepted. 
*-V'c are therefore compelled to request that you sever any 
relations (hat you may have with Toy r couts of America, 

You should understand that f?,?A leadership registration 
is a privilege and is not automatically cranled to everyone 
who applies. We reserve the ripht lo refuse registration 
whenever (here is a concern that an individual may not 
measure up to the hiph standards of leadership which VXA 
seeks to provide for American youth, Please also understand 
that this decision and the reasons for it will be maintained as 
confidential. ♦ 

If you wish to have this decision reviewed, please write 
to me, explaining your version of the facts supporting your 
claim that your registration as a I' ' : A leader should he granted 
or reinstated, 

"i nee rely yours, 




rcsioo 



T.\<?.::ame 
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September 27, 1978 



M r. Paul Emit 

Director o£ Registration and *Subsc ription Service 
Roy Scouts of America 
North P.runswick, New Jersey 08902 

Dear Paul: 

the des ^ o of our Council to refuse registration foi 
)MfB^h^s been registered in various units irTThe 
paflt and ha* again applied for registration in yet another unit which 
we are denying. 

According to information received in our Council, & 
has b«en sexually involved with boys while associated in units within 
our Council. However, none of those involved would provide us with 
a statement of the facta but they did refuse him the opportunity to 
reregister with their units. 

In 1977 yet another situation developed. Upon hearing of the 
alleged problem we investigated but unit leadership declined to pro- 
vide a written statement of the facts but they, too, removed him 
from their troop. Recently he applied for a position as Assistant 
scoutmaster in Troop 154. I did not process his application and 
returned to his former unit and explained the situation and after much 
pleading, did receive four statements, copies of which Are attached. 

Upon receiving the statements, I reviewed them with our Coun- 
cil President Leo M. MacCourtney and Council Commissioner Pr« 
G«orpe Kill, We all were in total agreement that he should not be 
reflate red. 

Vie a re currently in the process of "hand delivering" the letter 
t(^sjtfJPBpij4j^a copy of which is attached. As soon as this step is 
corr^^etcd we shall forward a report on the meeting as well as the 
completed M Conf idential Hecord ^heet". 

Please feel free to advise us in anyway. 

Sincerely, 





A progrnm for Cub Sc ^^' 



Scouts, nnd Explorers 



National Office— Boy Scouts of America 

North Brunswick. Mow Jcrsov 08902 




October 6, 1978 



IS' 



fll i^w U. wlC T 

Scout Executive 
Tri-State Council , No. 672 

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL 

SUBJECT: Jos 

Dear 



Thank you for your letter of September 27? and the details concerning 
the above Scouter. We are holding thin information pending and enclosing 
a confidential record sheet. 

Please complete and return thin record sheet to us, an noon as possible. 
This will help us to identify this individual should he attain attempt to 
register in the Scouting program. 




Sincerely, 



Registration ?c Subscription Service 
af 

encl. 
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October 9, 1978 



Mr. Paul L ^rnet 

Director of registration and Subscription Service 

Poy Scouts of America 

North Prunswick, New Jersey 08902 



Dear Paul: 



You have received earlier correspondence from our council relating 
to our not registering Joel R. Gilpin, 

our Council Commissioner, and I met with Mr. 

(n ^aturday"Tnorning ( October 7 t ^^^^j^^^/ttj^^^^^ of fice . 

The ictUM^rom our Council President ^^^HH^HP^^as delivered 

to Mr.^B and was followed by remarks TrorrwSSfjfl explaining the 
counci^nicHsion. No charges or accusations were made as per the 
instructions. 



' ?V * r '^ asked for the reasons. ^^HflHy asked him if he knew 
why we were not registering him and Mr4^ answered, M I think I do 
but I want to hear them from you". V/e chained to Mr^i^Mbat at 

no time would we release the names of our source of information and 
again explained that Scouting has the right and responsibility of selecting 
the best leadership available. We informed Mr.^K^^that it was our 

hope that the matter could be closed with our meeting with him, as any 
further participation by him in Scouting would require additional steps 
and might not allow the matter to be kept totally private. 

Mr. ^^^Bhtfirst reaction was that of indifference as he indicated 
that he would continue regard! ess of his registration status but as the 
conversation progressed, he seemed to accept the decision that he was 
not to participate, However, neithe r^M^nor I arn totally convinced 
that he will not make an effort to cont inu^i^^is soc iation with the local 
troop which may require additional action with the sponsor and troop com- 
mittee. 



to return his registration fee to the Scouting Coordinator 
ls he was the individual who submitted the application and 
fee. No accusations will be made when the fee is refunded other than the 
fact that the council has met with Kir. Gilpin and his registration has not 
been accepted. I have personally discussed the matter with the Scouting 
Coordinator, ^HHHHHV^ and he indicates that he will abide by our 
decision. 



Mr. Paul I. F.rnst 2 



Alao enclosed with this letter is the report requested* If addi- 
tional information ia needed, please let me know. \Ve have made every 
effort to follow the directions as received earlier. 

Since rely, 



.Scout F xecutive 



WRf:ane 



End: I 



cc: 




Ea«t Central Region 
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CONFIDENTIAL RKCORD SHEET 
REGISTRATION AND SUBSCRIPTION SERVICE 
BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA 



Appendix A 



DATE 



October 9, 1978 



FULL NAME 




o initials if you can possibly give full name) 



ADDRESS _ 
CITY Ashland 



STATE Kentucky 



ZIP CODE 41101 



DATE OF BIRTH 2/8/54 



(This is important and should be exact) 



APPROXIMATE AGE_ 
RELIGION 



(To be used ONLY when date of birth is not known) 
NATIONALITY U.S. Citizen 



OCCUPATION Student in' 
EDUCATION _ 
WEIGHT 160 



fal School of Nursing 



hool , Ash land , Kentucky 



HEIGHT 5' 10' 



RACE White 



COLOR OF HAIR 



Black 



JJOLOR OF EYES Wears glasses 



OUTSTANDING CHARACTERISTICS OR INTERESTS 

MARRIED OR SINGLE Single CHILDREN. 

VOTE'S NAME 



SCOUTING CONNECTIONS: 



UNIT If 



CITY 



STATE 



OFFICE 



DATE REGISTERED 



DATE RESIGNED 



SPECIAL RECOGNITION Ea^le Scout - Vigil in Order of the Arrow 

SUSPENDED OR DENIED REGISTRATION FOR FOLLOWING REASONS: 
Advances made to Scout at summer camp 

SPECIFY THE FACTS WHICH LEAD YOU TO RECOMMEND DENIAL OF REGISTRATION AND 
ATTACH SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS ( STATE ONLY KNOWN FACTS, NOT RUMOR y CONJECTURE 
OR SPECULATION) : 



Statements previously mailed to Registration. 



Signe^ 




SCOUT EXECUTIVE 



r;^une 11 T ri-^l'itf 1 A re n Connc \ \ //r\ 7 2 
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October 16, 1978 




'-.•Ulettsbur/i, Kentucky 4 1 1 29 
Dear Mark: 

Enclosed is a refund check for $3. 30. As you know, 
we are not accepting the registration of \fr„ Joel r *. Gilpin 
thus I am returning the refund to you for you i»rc (h<?: one 
who turned in the fee. 



If you have questions . please feel free to contact our 



the best possible leadership in Scouting on all levels. 



d i 3cuo sed the 




pd I met with Vr. ^ilpin recently and 
his registration with him. 



Council Presiden 
miasioner 




^1 nee rely, 




Seoul F xer uHve 



v HC:ame 



End; Check 




SCOIJTIHn/USA 



A progrnfn for Cub^^its. Scouls. nnd Explorers 



National Office— Boy Scouls of America 

22 




December 6, 2970 



TTxecutsive 
Tri -State Council, Ho. 672 

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL 

SUBJECT: Joel R. Gilpin 

We have reviewed this case with our Attorney and placed this man 



on the Confidential File, 
appreciated. 

Sincerely, 



Your efforts in this area are greatly 



j 



Paul I, Ernst, Director 
Registration & Subscription Service 

af 
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Billings, MT 59102 



Mr. Paul Ernst 
Res^rtr^^r^D^re^oj^BS A 

Irving, TX 75062 



Dear Mr. Ernst, 

Having written you on May 5» 1983 to request initiation of 
the review proce ss regarding the refusal of my application 
for m embersh ip , I was requested by you, via Billings Scout 
Exec *0JB^^K^j/g/j0//ttDt>° "present my side of the story.'* 

My presentation was received by you on August 8, 1983 and 
as of today, I have yet to hear of any official decision that 
can be reduced to writing relative the issue at hand. 

Feeling that ample time has been allowed for your review of 
the matter, I hereby request an official written statement 
be issued to me so that I may learn of my status with the BSA , 



Sincerely, 



cc : 




1/ 



!' !'. Y)K\ 
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June 13, 



Mr. Paul Ernst 
Registration Director 
National Office - 13SA 



Irving, TX 75062-1296 
Dear Mr. Krnst, 

Having known ^^^^^^^9^ for some 14 years, it would be an injustice to 
say we know each other - more honestly, we have grown up togather, hold no 
secrets from each other and still, though he is in Hillings, Montana, stay 
in touch on a regular basis with each other. 

He has informed me of his present difficulties in registering with the 
Boy Scouts of America and, from the onset, let me say you are mistaken if any 
faith is put in what happened back here in the Tri-State Area Council years 
ago. I know as I was a .Scout at the time of the incident and a member of Troop 
148, 

Personal feelings put aside, objectively, 1 know Joel was an excellent 
Scout Leader. During the time of our Scouting association, he came in contact 
with thousands of Scouts and in some way had to have a good affect on them - 
as a Scout, Eagle Scout, Scout leader, Order of the Arrowman, OA Lodge Chief, 
Camp Staff member and in numerous other positions. Many years of hard work 
were put into Scouting by Joel only to be treated in a "less than honorable* 
way by the same people whom he had helped so much. 

I find out now that he is having to fight again the same battle that he 
fought years ago with the Council - accusations that he attempted to have a 
sexual relationship with a Scout, the interviews that he had to go through in 
order to clear himself, only to have the Council change it's mind for no ap- 
parent reason and kick him out. Many lies were told and they are still lies. 

As a father now, I'm really aware of being careful who I let take care 
of my child - I love my child nnd want nothing to happen. I wouldn't have a 
second thought about Joel taking care of my youngster and have no doubt he 
can serve very well as a Scout leader coming in contact with boys on a regular 
basis, 

I f m an Eagle Scout much because oi* what Joel did for and with me. I'm 
also Joel 1 s very personal friend. I want it known that I'll help Joel clear 
his name no matter what it takes and hope that by your reviewing the facts, 
and not the accusations, that you, too, will see him ns a good man and one 
that can be trusted. Scouting will benefit by him being a member. 

I want to thank you for allowing me to express myself and don't hesitate 
to get ahold of me if I can answer any questions. 





Ashland, KY 41101 
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August ] , 1 j 



Mr . p au 1 F.rns t 

Regis t ra t Ion n 1. recto?' 

National Office - f>SA 



Dear Sir, 



Irving, Texas 75062- i 296 






State Area Council. "672, of Huntington, OV , i was accused by three Scouts of 
that Troop of misconduct involving one Scout, the other two Scouts having observed 
my alleged ac t ions . Pa rcn t s , thou Troop and , u I I i ma to I v , Comic i 1 off i c.i al s 
were made awn re of the a I I ogn t inns wh i ch resti M; od . i n an i ndep t h inves t;i ca t ion o f 
myself. The accusing Scouts' names were never made known to me nor was I suspended 
from Scouting activities during the time of the investigation. 

On August 25, 1976, I. was official lv notified bv the Tri-State Area Council 
that it was their decision that the allegations and accusations were without 
merit, not true, and T was invited to continue in Scoutim:. (See enclosure /-I). 

The entire incident was in no way confidential, Havine field positions in many 
local, council, as well as regional levels, tin's storv was passed around and retold 
many times and T, nersonall.v, had many direct inquiries relative to it. The investi- 
gation process had aroused questions in mauv min<is and the incident was ciiscussed 
amongst Scouts as well as the ^>co\it: leaders. However, when Tri-Ft^te Area Council 
reached its decision clearing me of the allegations, the decision was low-keyed 
and no t mad e as we I. J known as the nrcv^n t i ons . Stories con t i nued to be to Id and 
questions asked, aN in ignorance of I ho actions and decision of the Council. 

For me , the incident was persona I 1 v embn rass i nv: , hum i i i a t ing anrl had an emo t ton a I 
impact on myself as well, as mv familv. T attempted to continue in Scouting, as 
well as its related activities such as the Order of the Arrow, but was constantly 
finding myself in situations in which remarks were being made. S^emingiy, no 
explanation would suffice, such that in dune, l°77, f was asked to leave my 
"staff advisor assignments" within the OA l.nd.ue. (See enclosure - l 2) . 

Shortly after, due to mv reluctance to s t en aside f rom those pes i tions for the 
reason given , I was removed f rom the Troop p os t e r of f ^ c tt^ (See enclosure 
#3). I immed ia te I. v rna^^^|M^fitt^en c 1 osu re and at tna^^^^^^ortherenbouts , 

became active with ^^^^hftisyji Ash I and , KV , in an uno T f icia 1 capac i ty . 

The Scou tmas tet^^^^^^^^^QJ^ knew of mv difficulties and the circumstances 
surrounding them and lie and f, close friends, had a gent I email's ri^reement that 
I would be permitted to remain active in the n> I o of Assistant Scoutmaster until 
any p rob 1 ems deve Looedbv»^vfM^Scou t ac cusa t i cms , pa rcn ta I d isa freemen f; , e tc . 
I remained active wj tl^BSSKBBSfe^Blitil neai'lv June, 1080, when f noved awav f mm 
Kentucky. To rnv knowledge, o titer than n res sure beine nlncnd on tire Scoutmaster 



bv Tri-State Area roiinr i I due to mv pro^cnm^ no problems arose from 





Mr . Pan i F.rnsr 
Pam? Two 

associated with the Troop. Duri.n}\ that time, however, Tri-State Area Council 
continued to persecute mc and, in September, l f >7S, discharged me from the .Scout 
Council and its related ac t: i v i t i os . (See enclosure -5). 



Having reached the end of my ability to cope with the entire si* Hint ion, 
finding the whole affair both emotionally and psychologically exhausting as well, 
as bein£ a full time, self - support inn college student in the medical profession, 
[ elected to pursue the matter no further and declined to renly. 

ft was clearly spef led out, as seen in Hr S , that the "reasons for it wiJ I he 
maintained as confidential". Melt her then, nor at any time before or after the 
#5 communication was there anv judical ion to me that the matter had progressed 
past the local council level, such as to a regional or national, office. 

"Living in Billings, Montana from Juno, 1980, through .Tune, l?81, r became active 
in Scout Troon 3 0/ i and served as Assistant Scoutmaster. Registration was never 
attempted as I saw that a move back to Kentucky would be forthcoming. During my time 
with the Troop, no difficulties were encountered nor accusations made. 

Returning to Kentucky and staving until October, 19S2, to assist in mv family 
owned bus iness , no a t temp ts wore made hv niv.se It' to become ac Live in Soon t i nj\ . i 
was approached on several occasions by past Scouting, accpta in tenances who inquired 
as to my status with Tri-Statc Area Council, the resolution of the earlier investi- 
gation, etc. Seemingly, the story had never died out, six years after the aliened 
incident in which I was to supposed to have taken part . 



Upon my father's retirement, and selling of his business, I returned to Billings* 
Mon tana , in October, 1 9^ 2 . ( r e sum cd m v position in the field of p ro f ess i.ona .1 
emergency^ so resumed my position as Assistant Scoutmaster and Committee 
member of ^HSIBHI^*becomin^ quite active in the planning and operation of the 
25 Scout member unit.- I have attended tneetinus, counseled Scouts, driven Scouts 
to activities and participated in overnight camping trips wi th the Scouts. Since 
October, E have developed a ; y>od wo rking relationship with hot!) the Scouts as well 
as the leaders of S ^h^m^^^^^^^^Iim included mv name in their re- re^ is t ra t ion 
process in February 



In February, ]°R1, I be^an the application Dn^copts and was interviewed as a 
potential, participant in the "Bin Brother" prt^^rnm of BillinKS. F. n this, less 
fortunate youth are matched with nmpcr and suitable adults who serve as role 
models for the vomits ter. A minimum of f<mr honrs per r.'cek of a mostly I — to— 1 
relationship is required. In March, f was officially "matched" with a 13 year old 
boy who, as it has turned out, has devo ] <*rtc<:\ a rather solid friendship with me 
much to the pleasure of his single parent. 



Qi 



2 , 1 983 , T was requested hy^Um^yScou tmaster to see 
in the BiJ linns Scout office nnd appointment was made for May 5. On May 
.3 , T was con tac ted by t he Kxecu r i ve H i roc tor of B i n B rot hers , B i M i n#s of f ice ^ 
for a conference on Ma v f> . 



On May 5 , ^Wi^HB^P^WI^o n , Scout f'>*o**u t ive of the B i M inns of f ice of the Montana 
Council of the Bov Scouts of America, informed rue fie had been instructed, in 
wr i t inn , by the na t ion a I office of the BSA to refuse my reques t (or membership f n 
the BSA, t ha t he had p rev ious I y i n formed the f \ key I eadc rs of ^ c - '^/BBK/BKtF i ^ r - ne 

d i r ec t ive a nd t ha t none of t hem were awa re of any reason for it. fie re fused my 
reques t t hen , and at a later date, for mv rovi ow of t he written directive. Th i s 
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Mr. Paul Ernst 
Page Three 

was the first i nd i cn t i on to mo that the i f ? 7 T> i nr [don t had been carried further 
than the Tri-State Area Counr i I . 

Later time evening, after : *^KfBtttHto vlvm ' *■ L CM: me0( inn. I informed the A 
key lenders of the unit, of the r f renins Canoes su r round i ug the di. reerivo. They were 
shocked, to say the least. It; war, decided as a group that Ihoir suppf>r(* would bo 
offered me in my decision to offlciaJJy challenge the attitude of the BSA based 
on the 1976 incident. On May 6, my request for the initiation of the review process 
was mailed and was received on May 10, J 983. The h key l eaders of Troop 394 , 
those men whose sons I have direct contact with, followed up with their 
letter of support on May if>, 1981. (See one Insure /'ft). To this day, T have yet 
to hear directly from the U SA bu^ ^^ f he r . have boon given replies "second hand" 
via Billings Area Exec . 



The following day, after the mooting w i t h ^HBB^^ffTOTson , on Fay 6, the 

Executive Director of the I'ig brothers organization and several of the Exec. Board 
members informed me they had been contacted by a representative of the Boy Scouts 
of America relative to my being denied registration, explained they felt it to have 
a direct relationship to my be in*; a participant in their youth oriented program 
and requested an explanation. Subsequently, T was placet! on probation with that 
program and have had the match of myself and my "Little 11 suspended, visitations 
being orohib i ted , un t i J this Seou t i ng i ssue is reso I ved . ^^^^m^^^^^ou admi t ted 
to notifying the B ig brother offirv and th is was con f i rmetnT^^^rep^^Wrta ti ve of 
that organization . 

Mr . Erns t , let us put a few lb i ngs i n per spec t Ive : 

1) In 1976, it was deei(ied after an extensive investigation by Tri-State Area 
Council, that the. allegations against me were without merit and untrue. 

2) Immediately after the Initial accusations, action was taken by Tri-State Area 
Council in response to the specific alleged misconduct, demonstrating they can, 
and do, act promptly and appropriately when given a specific complaint. However , 
for two mo re yenrs , I. was badge red by the Counc i 1 i n an a t temp t to have me quit 

the BSA. There not being any actions by myself to warrant another immediate response 
or dismissal, it was obviously decided to make mv Scouting experience tumultuous 
in an attempt to remove me from Tri-State Area Council. 

3) At no time was I Informed not to register in the Hoy Scouts of America, 
except in the Tri-State Area Council. 

4) Tt was never indicated to me that the details or any information relative 
to the incident were f>a ssed to a regional n)n\/< y >r national office of the BSA. 

5) It was indicated to me, however, that the incident and reasons for the 
decision dismissing me f mm Tri-State Area Council would be maintained as confidentin 

6) Tri-State Area Council, over a period of 2 r > mouths, verbally and in writing, 
abused me emotionally, psychologically and personally as a Scouter as well as 

an i n<\ I v Id ua 1 . 

7) A representative of the Ko v Scouts of Ame r i ca con t ae tod the of f ice of ft i g 

Bra tiiers relative to the denial of BSA membership and the implications thereof, with 
that organization suspending mo from their program based on information received 
as a direct result of that Scouting representative contact. Mo accusations, 



CONF010188 




Mr. Paul Ernst: 
Page Four 

insinu/Tt ions or r i) Iej;nLions from the vuuth or his family had been offnre^, rather, 
a solid friendship had been established, mi I v Lo bo suddenly suspended . 

8) The Hoy Scou ts of Amo r i en emit imin to persecute mo oven in the face of 
personal, Scout, Sconce r and Troop loader support that has boon offered on my 
behal f in the pas t as we 1. 1 as the present , seven vea rs f row the t i me of the 
alleged incident. 

9) Please refer to the personni letter enclosed. This letter is sent from 

an ind iv idua 1 t ha t lias known me f o r many vea r s and t s more awn re of my persona L 
character than anyone else. He is concerned that this matter be justly resolved 
and a decision be made in rny favor. 

10) The Scoutmaster in A^hlnml, KY, with whom f had the agreement to assist In 
the face of the ongoing controversy, has recently indicated to me that he will, 
confirm the facts, if contacted, that there were no difficulties in my participating 
in Scouting with the you tins in h is Troop and that Tri-Stnte Area Council did, 
indeed , place tremendous pressure upon h im for a I I owi ng me to par tic i pa te in the 
Troop* I" f 11 provide name and address upon rofpjest. 

I trust, Mr. Ernst, that these documents will be carefully reviewed, that the 
implications and insinuations will be analysed and the legal rami f Lea t Ions studied. 
It is no t my des ire to invo 1 ve the RSA in I i tig a t ion concerning the ma t ter . [ am 
simply wanting to offer my skills and talents, expertise and experience to Scouting. 
It lias been proven of l.ate date that r am capable of offering these, as well as a 
positive image, to youths and that those adults who are associated with me in 
Scon ting at p r esen t a re i n siinpor t o f me , be i nj; awn re of th is ma t ter at band * Wha t 
more can r present you?! 

Need I say more? bet these facts sneak for themselves in order that the file 
concerning the 1976 incident in which i was involved bo f or ever closed and registrator 
be o f fer ed mc now in the I'oy Scon ts of Amor i ra . 



S uiccro I v , 



August Z5, 1976 



To: 



From: 



Re: 





Council President 

,e t 5*c out L x e c u » i v e 

s. Council Commissioner 
Field Director 

Alleged homosexual activities of: 

Joel Pw Gilpin 

Ashland t Kentucky 'll IOI ■ ; 



After thorough review of hey Kentucky FistHct volun- 
teers and an indcplh interview with Mr, Gilpin, it is our 
conclusion that the allegations by tlje three hoys of Troop 
thout merit. 

Further, we instructed Mr, Gilpin to continue his 
Scouting activilies and cautioned him that in the future 
he should address himself to always maintain a Scout 
leader /hoy relationship verses a friendship relationship. 

/ 




:5/76 
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late Area Council, No. b72, Boy Scouts of America 



Ashland, Kentucky 41101 
Dear Joel: 

In view of Ihe curronL situation, I fee] (hat it is in the 
best interest of our O. A. J^odgc (hat I relievo you of all 
your staff advisor assignments, This is being done to 
promote harmony within our boy- run organization. 

Please accept my thanks for your past leadership. 




June Z7, 1977 




.Si nee rely, 




f Ay Advi sor 



13 T3 :ame 



cc: 
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(ate Area Council, No. 672, Boy Scouts of America 



Olober 12, 1977 




-7 

3 



Ashland, Kentucky 'f I J I 
Dear Joel; 

"flfll ^/fs requested (hat yon be removed from (heir 

Troop roster for reasons of which you are aware. 

Enclosed is a chock for $-1. 50 which covers a full refund 
for your adult registration and O, A* dues. 

You no longer .should he involved wifh Seoul ing or its 
related activities such as (he Order of (he Arrow. 

I am sure that you undcrsfand Liie sifualion and that no 
further action will be necessary. 




IJDCJU:ame 



cc: 
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Enclosed you'll Tind the c : icck for ■ l *.- 1 ,f30 sent to 
r i o roco r. 1 1 y v; 1 ^ i e h I an r o t ; i r n i n g . t * i 1 1 t , ^ n c , ; c w t 
it as such action on uy part oould ir'ply that 
I ar.i cuil ty of wronydoi nos , wnich I n-- 1 . not. 

To ray knowledge, no official of 30 a '^^od 

that ifiy na^ be rorovod f roi i the j^W^^^^P lease 
chock your sonj'ce if you .Cool this is not true- 

Ctincrming your cor/tand that I drop onfc of 
Scouring and Orrior nf the Arrow activities, I will 
not do so at this tine with the J npl f ca Li ans 
you have r.ade in your letter of October 12. 

hWy? TI^^^yij|BB«|^^^s eon* "once I had fron 

you ai ' ir ^^^i^^^ 4 f^SSB^ in Aucust of which 

cleared mc of all allegations of ry !'r»inr n Iion.o- 

sorua 1 . I Tow f out o f the M c 1 cir blue sky" you 

strongly urge, air est fVi.P.'v', that I niit, that 

I know why, and that no farther aci'ion will be nocevjsnry. 

Whatever hnpprncci to the ideal th.it one is 

innocent until proven mtilty? Ts it to ke attempted 

to oust mo Crcrn ' : cou tine wi Lhout so r noh as 

a hr\;r.in<j t vh I'-h ■';6* , o I <'om1\i ;-ron nl: v.-y .*nr '7*u; -on ts ? 

You and 7'ri t* bf to . Aa~f. a Council s^o- ■ to bo vakina 

.o'Oi.io rather har-.h i nsua t J on.s without all the facts. 

For the record , I had ; olanuoa to 1 ft :.iy reci stra- 
ta io*n o:quro this ' *o' >ino roh and n^t i*.? aoLiva- 
no t even vis i t- i .n a ay f; hi mc 'Icon t in*". I have not 
1 jeon for throe i::on ths , nor plan to bo nn t j llf : arch , 
active in a ny wa y v!m tsoovor in Toon t j nc . Hut now , 
I have no choice than to bo active in sor^o small 
way un t i 1 I : a r c h to s i on i f y t hat I an* no t a 1 low i ng 
"yoclf to ]>g dropped *h;on Hcoutinr by the local Council. 



I 
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that I am not l^.ny -J:ic!:o.! out" -.Mil ' «> ^.T^' 

I will no c be '.n l. 1J M'-*t -ti * 



Should you \:inh ho -^ ] -^ ,irnmjs 
*Tc(:iv..vition oT chir.v:;:':r, lw.ivly ; ri^- 



I t^ufifc you c-rrsoa ! .y point of vi*v r-:^ vill 



taha the nrcc-^ry j^p'? to o.urcoci; 



:i t hi bU'lci convoy r-d t;o \\& ^ n y*> 
then, I ro.^ain 



oar .1 1* i: > 



t*mi: il 
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Tt.^tatc Area Council, No. 672, Boy Scouts of America 



September Z5, 1 978 




Ashland, Kentucky 4 1 i I 




A /tor careful review, we have rinrided fhat your regis- 
tration with the Boy Scouts of America should iml he nccf-plcrl. 
We are therefore compelled io request that you sever any 
relations that you may have with Coy Scouts of America, 

You should understand (hat BSA leadership registration 
is a privilege and is not au( omati cal ly granted to everyone 
who applies. We reserve the right to refuse registration 
whenever (here is a concern that an individual may not 
measure up to [he high standards of leadership which BSA 
seeks to provide for American youth* Please also understand 
that this decision and the reasons for it will be maintained as 
confidential. 

If you wish to have this decision reviewed, please write 
to me j explaining your version of the facts supporting your 
claim that your registration as a BSA leader should be granted 
or reinstated. 




Council President 



LMM:ame 
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M-iy ]6 f 1983 



Mr. Paul T,n\3t 

ftegi stration Director, lV>y Gcouts of America 




Jibing ? Tux. 7!>062 



Dear Mr. IVnst: 

We, the undersi good are parents of six boys in r>^^AtfHI^ here .in 
Billings. We are the only members of the troop ;iw < 1 *"^^SPS!3B5B problems 

in a previous scout troop. We write to offer our support o£3^| KtHPt w ho 

has been an adult leader in our troop for some time now, and on tv/o different 
occasions. We find no reason in his notions and behavior towanis us io bar 
him from participation in scouting and we support hi s efforts to clear his name* 
V/e also ask that you expedite your decision, since the busiest time of the year 
for scout activities is upon us, and v/e would value Joel's participation in 
those activities* I think that you would agree that and active Ic-ulei-'s 
failure to participate in such activities might raise some questions in {,he 
triinds of others in the troop who ore unaware of his problems now. 

^^•■Bk rejected the charges against him verbally to us, and has written to 
office to initiate steps to clear his name. he tins been a valuable asset to our t 
showing good leadership qualities to the boys, has been active in troop committee 
work, and lias given us ro reason to question his integrity. An adult lender in 
scouting must be the sort of individual in whom parents and other scouters can 
unequivocally entrust the physical and mental well-being of their children. Joel 
has given us no reason to question that tmst. He has been that rare individual 
who has given freely and generously of his time, even though he has no children 
of his own in the troop. 

V/e have not discussed this matter with anyone else in the troop, and are 
writir.g on our own .initiative as individuals. We hope you will expedite your 
consideration of his case, review all the facts, and revise your restrictions 
on his participation in scouting. Thank you. 




outmastcr 



tutional Rep 



t Scoutmaster 






Bil.li.ng5?, Montana :>yl02 
May 5, 1 9^3 



Mr. Paul Ernst 
Registration Director 
National Office - BSA 



Irving, Texas 75062-1296 
Dear Sir, 

Recently , during the rc-reg f stmt ion process of t: he Scout Troop wi th 
which I am associated, my application for membership Ln the Roy Scouts of 
America was refused. This decision was relayed from a KSA national office to 
the local council, being based on allegations/accusations stemming from an 
incident several years ago while in Scouting in another council. 

It is my desire to challenge this decision relative to my participation 
in the Scouting movement. This recent registration denial being the first 
official notification to me that F will not he permitted to register, it is 
my intention to pursue this matter at the earliest possible date. 

Please outline for me the process which F need to complete in order to 
have the BSA's decision reviewed and, hopefully, reversed. Include, also, 
any forms necessary for the same. 

Thanking you for your time and assistance, T remain. 



Sincere] y yours, 




cc : 




s tor 




[ontana Couuci J. 



F.xecut j vp y BSA 
rv [cc District 
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April 21, 1983 




Montana Council , No. 3 15 



Dear Charlie: 



We recently received 
and th* omission of^ 




'hon^c^ll fron your office? cnncerninjtaj| 
BHI^ fron the rooter for Mil* * roopr 




Gilpin vn?j omitted because you hold un that be vis tho mp<? man a« one 
we hflvc on our Conf i don tip 1 F 13 e and v«? ; tho reform , re>f uned reqi ntxation 
A credit, notice i3 attached return Inn hir foo. 

We have also sent you o crcJit notice at thin time Cor two subscript ions 
to Eoyn ' Life- You o^er pnid nt the time you rcqirtorod this unit. 

If there are further attentions cnnrrrnina. thi? natter, please Mo not 
hesitate to contact un. 

Sincerely , 



Paul I . Ernot , Director 
Registration, Subscription & 
Statistical Service 

nnh 

Attachments 




)i rector, North Centra 1 /?eqJ.on 





nrvil 14 f 1933 




Sccnit Fxccn ti vo 

Montana Council, f'n. 3 15 



Thnnk yet for t:ho return of the cutfifmpti^J inquiry concern inq .fool ft. (7.1 Ip in * 
We am refill inn rc^i ttrntton *t thin tir** bnr*r:f on th* inform timt vhlch you havr* 
cri vr»n no # f»f » <;.(, I t?in xvin pl^r***-' ^« t**m ( v>r»*"i r ff*r*f-j.^ J Pi 1'* in 19 7f -u*'* v*» fpo 1 
fcft*t he rhnujd not h*v*» nnft^rirttion •■■j Hi yontft nt thin tin« # 

A orr>Wjf- nn^j r:^ i t f*r*<"hoH ri* f.nr nirm Mm .C, # f>f> fn»* vh 1 ch vnn nont to »ff: • 



R oai <? tr" ti on , £uh.cr-rin?-.j or? /; 
statistical .s^rvico 

p1-:o 

7n t tnohrri^n t 

CO: ^^H^jpn[;r t 'i 1 rj «*inn>i 






rector, 



Mnrth Ontr^J Pniion 



fir/.DY TO FILE 
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December 6, 1970 




Tri -State Council, No. 672 
PERSONAL AHD CONFIDETTTIAL 



SUBJECT: Joel H. Gilpin 




We have reviewed this case with our Attorney and placed this man 
on the Confidential File. Your efforts in this area are greatly 
appreciated. 



Sincerely, 



Paul I« Ernat, Director 
Registration & Subscription 3ervice 

af 




October 9, 1978 



Mr. Paul I, Ernst 

Director of Registration and Subscription Service 

Boy Scouts of America 

North Brunswick, New Jersey 08902 

Dear Paul: 



You have received earlier c orrespondence from our council relating 
to our not registering 

mur Council Commissioner, and I met with Mr. 
Saturday morning, October 7, 11a, m^aj^l^^ ^K^ office. 
The letter from our Council Pre side nt^HBBlW^BBBPft^^J^vas delivered 
to M^jgHJJJP^nd was followed by remarks f rom^j^^BBBUxplaining the 

council's decision. No charges or accusations were made as per the 
instructions. 




asked for the reasons* XMPMMHVsked him if he knew 

why we were not registering him and h^0ttmkfmm answered, "I think I do 
but I want to hear them from you' 1 . We explained to MMH^ithat at 

no time would we release the names of our source of information and 
again explained that Scouting has the right and responsibility of selecting 
the best leadership available* We informed Mr^^fg0f\ that it was our 
hope that the matter could be closed with our meeting with him, as any 
further participation by him in Scouting would require additional steps 
and might not allow (.lie matter to be krpt to! ally private. 

Mr. tflHPPs first reaction was that of indifference as he indicated 
that he woulcT continue regardless of his registration status but as the 
conversation progressed, he seemed t^c^^ie decision that he was 
not to participate. However, neither^Pifii^^^^or I am totally convinced 
that he will not make an effort to continue his association with the local 
troop which may require additional action with the sponsor and troop com- 
mittee. 




to return his registration fee to the Scouting Coordinator 
of ^^jSKi Sgl^j y he was the individual who submitted the application and 
fee/Noac^raations will be made when the fee is refunded other than the 
fact that the council has met with ^r^jUfll and his registration has not 
been acceptec^3Mta ye per sonally discussed the matter with the Scouting 
Coordinator j^^RSyK^j^^^fl^fcand he indicates that he will abide by our 
decision. 



A ! (Ml T t n 



CONF010202 



Mr. Paul I. Ernst 



Page 2 



Also enclosed with this letter is ^he report requested J££«\ iy 
tional information is needed, please let m : know 
effort to follow the directions as received caihet. 

Sincerely*' 




Scott 



WRC:ame 



Encl: 1 



cc: 




it Central Region 
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October 6, 1978 




Mr? 

Scout Exocutive 
Tri-State Council, Ho.bT^ 

PERSONAL AHD CONFI DENTIAL 
SUBJECT :^f8 

the above Scout er. He are n 

a confidential record sheet. poaaihle- 

PXe^e c^lete and V.^^^"^ * 

This will help us to i dentlf ^™ 18 
register in the Scouting program. 

Sincerely i 

Paul I. Ernst, Director . 
Registration & Subscription Serrice 



af 

end. 



In-State Area Council, No. 672, Boy Scouts of America 




September 27, 1978 



Mr. Paul Ernst 

Director of Registration and Subscription Service 

Boy Scouts of America 

North Brunswick, New Jersey 08902 

Dear Paul: 




Ss the d esire o f our Council to refuse registration for 1 

Mr^j |( has been registered in various units in the 
>asi and has again applied for registration in yet another unit which 
we are denying* 

According to information received in our Council, Mr. ^ B 
has been sexually involved with boys while associated in units^^Whin 
our Council* However, none of those involved would provide us with 
a statement of the facts but they did refuse him the opportunity to 
reregister with their units. 

In 1977 yet another situation developed. Upon hearing of the 
alleged problem we investigated but unit leadership declined to pro- 
vide a written statement of the facts but they, too, removed him 
from their troop^^I^^y^^he applied for a position as Assistant 
Scoutmaster i njMtjjj 'j^jjfl glJ did not process his application and 
returned to hifl^^^^^w£ii?Srind explained the situation and after much 
pleading, did receive four statements, copies of which arc attached. 

Upon re ceiving the statements, I reviewed them with our Coun- 

ld Council Commissioner Dr„ 
We all were in total agreement that he should not be 
registered* 

We are currently in the process of "hand delivering" the letter 
to AJHtfj a copy of which is attached. As soon as this step is 

comf^eowe shall forward a report on the meeting as well as the 
completed "Confidential Record Sheet". 

Please feel free to advise us in anyway. 





Sincere! 





CONF010205 



-rote ml er 25, W78 




Ashland, Kentucky 41101 




After careful review, we have derided that your repis- 
tralion with the t'ov "couts of America should not he accepted. 
IV c are therefore compelled to request that you aever any 
relations that you may have with Toy ^couts of America. 

You should understand that R~A leadership registration 
is a privilege and is not automatically eranted to everyone 
who appiies. We reserve the right fo refuse registration 
whenever there is a concern that an individual may not 
measure up to Ihe hiph standards of leadership which P«?A 
seeks to provide for American youth. Please also understand 
that this decision and the reasons for it will be maintained as 
confidential. 

If you wish to have this decision reviewed, please write 
to me, explaining your version of the facts supporting your 
claim that your registration as a J 1 *A leader should be granted 
or reinstated. 

sincerely yours. 




I ,MM:arne 



August 28, 197H 



TO : 



Tri-S tats Area Council-BSA 



From; Gordon Scott, Scoutmaster-Troop 148 

Subject: Incident at Arrowhead-Summer Camp, July 15, 1977 



1977. 



tttended Summer Camp at Arrowhead the week of July 10, 
I was the only adult leader, with fourteen boys* 



was a registered Assistant Scoutmaster at the time , 
However, he h*ad been inactive MMB^ had volunteered to bring a 
pick-up truck up Friday night/Jun^ 
back Saturday when camp was over, 



.y 15th, and take a load of gear 



Joel arrived Friday night, w i t^ j :^^^%,^^^^o was also a registers' 

Scout incur Troop. I of f ere^^^S^Pn^empty bunk in my tent, but 
he saidl^^^^nld ra ther sleep on the picnic table under the tarp , 
s o ^^^ ^S£jL^ ^b 1 e p t in my ten t . 



When I went to sleep, 
several Scouts were si 



MP 

iLLliiy a 



s in bed on the picnic table, 
around the camp fire . 



and 



The following morning we broke camp, attended retreat and started 
home. The following story was told on the way home. 



Fd that 
ended up in their s leepi 1 
in tended to spend the nigh t there . 
the boys were embarassed to tell me ^ 
but he did not see^whaj^^gi^: oQ-^nd 
conversation , hu\^SSSSl^SBSBm6 



and | BHSer had 

ir e the night befoire and had 
d he was telling me becau 
was pre sen t at the inc iden 
e^TWH not hear all of the 
ad told him about it later . 





Td ^ at:1 ^^^^MpHBgotten up during the night and came over to 
he fire and saHlown beside Lawrence. Joel put his hands in the 
sleeping bag and ran them up and do wn H^^^^^SI^Mta^He did the 
same thing to after ^y^^^th^^^^^^^A^ej^^^^^j^lef t , 

went to his tent also. 

The s ta temen ts of the three Scouts are at tached . 

When I talked to Joel about this he denied it imf4tically. 

I told Joel that I did not want him to participate in any troop 
activities and that I would not reregister him when our Charter 
expired 3 = 31 = 78. Joel said he would be going to school full time 
and did not plan to reregister. I contacted all Scouts and parents 
of the Troop and told them Joel would be involved in no Troop 
activities, and would be dropping out of Scouting to attend school 
full time. 



I personally feel that Joel Gilpin should not be an adult volunteer 
in the Scou t ing program . 



'•ft'? 
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No. 2S-501 



ADULT APPLICATION 



U PACK NO 

□ TROOP NO 1 

□ POST NO. 

□ SHIP NO. 

PLEASE PRINT ONE LETTER IN EACH SPACE— PRESS HARD. YOU ARE MAKING THREE COPIES 
NAME— PAINT FIRST NAME FIRST, LOTE SPACES 8ETWEEN FIRST NAME. \H\UM M IAST MME 



~5 D l£ L 



ft 



ADDRESS— STREET OR R.F.O. (COLLEGE SCOtirCR AESEflVE— USE rotffi MAKING MOflfSS Al milfGFl 




CITY 



ft } U L I l\J Q> S> 



STATE 

h r 




U COUNCIL/DISTRICT POSITION 



DISTRICT NO. / 
DATE OF 8IRTH 



MO. 
BOYS' LIFE 



DAY 



YR. 



FULLY 
TRAINED 

POSITION 

* /) 

UNIT COOS 



CHECK ONE 

□ NEW LEAOER 

□ FORMER LEADER 



ZIP CODE 



SCX 



>• 

CL 

o 

t 




PHONE 



DATE 



PREVIOUS SCOUTING BACXGROUNO 



COUNCIL 



OCCUPATION. EMPLOYER, AND OUSINESS ADDRESS 



SIGNATURE— SEE COVER 



REGISTRATION FEE 

— a 



BOYS' LIFE FEE 
S 



TERM (MONTHS) 



UNIT EXPIRATION DATE 
MONTH YEAR 



nlf applicant has an unexpired membership certificate, registration may be 
accomplished In this unit by a payment of 50 cents for processing the 
transfer Check the box and attach certificate It will be returned by the 
council. 



APPROVAL— SEE COVER 



FOR COUNCIL USE /') / /J 





— j. 






FURCATION QUESTIONNAIRE 


COUNCIL MO. 


DISTHICT NO. 


UNIT 




315 


12 


T-394 



RETURN PROMPTLY TO: 
Registration and Subscription 
8oy Scouts of America 

[MARKED rSHSQNAL AND CONF )D E N T I A IJ 




DATE 3/10/83 

Did this man ever attend a nursing school? y J* 
Did he live in Ashland Ky. in 1978? ? xl > 
Was he ever in any other Council before? y L- b 
Is this marts date of birth 2/8/54? y A 



POSITION 5A 



BILLINGS , MONTANA 59102 
Lived in Ashland, Ke ntu cky in 1 978 ? C£gS} NO 

Is first or m\dd)e name Joel R. ? ^YES} NO 

Full name-j 

First. 



.EPHONE NO. 

Race White ?_w par<; glag ggc; 

*ed / brown 

brown \ blue 



*\p*r± h ' rst -^*^ Middle 

Exact age 2 9 £ingl< KX How long married 

Spouse's name 

Children ??_ Names and ntjes? 



Last 



ir | \. 



blond ^ hazeL 

black XX_j£££: Y8S green.. 

black 
gray— 



Education . High, S_c ho.o L 



Height 5. 



_ Whore .Blazer Ashland Ky. 



Occupa tion J£as_inal e_jiur.se ? Sjt^Lhl .:.y^^r. 



Date ^-'^^ ^ 




Siqnartirfj 

— ANSWER ALL QUESTIONS IN SHADED AREAS AMD AS MANY OTHERS AS POSSIBLE- 



Nn ?n hog 



2.?M 1 7G 
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Mr* Paul Ernst 



Registration Director, Boy Scouts of America 




Irving, Tex. 75062 



Dear Mr. Ernst: 




occasions. We find no reason in his actions and behavior towards us to bar 
him from participation in scouting and we support his efforts to clear his name. 
We also ask that you expedite your decision, since the busiest time of the year 
for scout activities is upon us, and we would value Joel f s participation in 
those activities, I think that you would agree that and active leader's 
failure to participate in such activities might raise some questions in the 
minds of others in the troop who are unaware of his problems now. 

Joel has rejected the charges against him verbally to us, and has written to your 
office to initiate steps to clear his name. He has been a valuable asset to our troop 
showing good leadership qualities to the boys, has been active in troop committee 
work, and has given us ro reason to question his integrity. An adult leader in 
scouting must be the sort of individual in whom parents and other scouters can 
unequivocally entrust the physical and mental well-being of their children. Joel 
has given us no reason to question that trust. He has been that rare individual 
who has given freely and generously of his time, even though he has no children 
of his own in the troop. 

We have not discussed this matter with anyone else in the troop, and are 
writing on our own initiative as individuals* We hope you will expedite your 
consideration of his case, review all the facts, and revise your restrictions 
•on his participation in scouting. Thank you. ^ ✓J 




Institutional Rep 



{ Committee Chmn 




f. starch 
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RUlings, vonwmmmm 
August 1, 1983 

Mr. Paul Ernst 
Registration Director 
National Office - RSA 
1325 Walnut Hill Lane 
Irving, Texas 75062-1296 

Den r Sir, 

As per instructions from jMSSBB^BSSS p^^H tP illi»g^ * Montana Scout Executive 
of the Montana Council , Roy Scouts oiAmerTcn, enclosed are letters and copies 
of documents Cor your use in reviewing the decision of the BSA to deny my 
request f or regis tra tion in Smu t i in: . 

In 1976, while an adult leader of ^t^HH^MR' Ashland, KY,-of the Tri- 
State Area Council ^67 2 , of Huntington, IA 7 , f was acctised hy three Scouts of 
that Troop of misconduct involving one Scout, the other two Scouts having observed 
my alleged actions. Parents, then Troop and, ultimately, Council officials 
were made aware of the allocations which resulted in an indopth investigation of 
my sel f . The a ecus i ng Scouts' names were never made known to me nor was 1 suspended 
from Scouting activities during the time of the invest i gntion . 

On August 25, 1976, I was officially notified hv the Tri-State Area Council 
that it was their decision that the allegations and accusations were without 
merit, not true, and T was invited to continue in Scouting. (See enclosure -1). 

The en t i re i nc i den t was i n nn wav cnuf i dentin! . Havi ng he M posi t ions in many 
local, council, as well as regional levels, this storv was passed around and retold 
many times and T, personally, had manv direct inquiries relative to it. The investi- 
gation process had aroused questions in manv minds and the incident was discussed 
amongst Scouts as well as the Scout leaders. However, when Tr instate Area Council 
reached its decision clearim: mo of the af legations, the decision was low-keyed 
and no t made as we 1 1 known as the a cc \ isa t i ons . S t or ies con t inued to he told and 
questions risked, all in i.',noranep of (he actions and decision (if the Council.. 

For me, the incident was personally enbarassing, humiliating and had an emotional 
impac t on myse 1 f as wci 1 as mv f v . Tat t emoted to cant inue in Scouting , as 
well as its relnced activities such as the Order of the Arrow, hut was constantly 
finding myself in situations in which remarks were being made. Seemingly, no 
explanation would suffice, such that in .June, 1977, I was asked to leave my 
"staff advisor assignments" within the OA J.od>;e. (See enclosure /I 2) . 

Shortly after, due to my reluctance to sten aside from those positions for the 
reason given, I was removed from the 1 ^^||_^ | (See enclosure 

^3). I immediately rpnHnr^Scp pnclo^^^pM^^^^^Wnieortnereabouts, 
became active with W^^i^^^ ^T i Ff l : iU ie ' u ^ nrtrl KY , in an unofficial capacity. 

The Scoutmaster o f ^h^^U|cw of mv diffic til ties and the circumstances 
surrounding them and Iie^^^^iose f ri eruls , had a gen 1 1 eman ' s agreement tba t 
I won Id be perm i 1 1 ed to r ema in active in the ro 1 e of Ass is tan t Scou tmas ter tin t i 1 
any problems developed bv^^^^^^|out accusations, parental disagreement, etc. 
I remained active w i t h Wt^^^^^^^n t i 1 near.lv .June, 1980, when I moved awav from 
Kentuckv. To my knowledge, other than r>re^r>ure being placed on the Scoutmaster 
bv Tri-State Area Council due to my presence , no problems ^ro^te from mv be inn 

I 
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«r , Paul Ernst 
Pnue Two 



assoc La ted with the Troon . Our inn tha t t imp , however , Tri -S ta te Area Council 
continued to persecute me nnd, in September, 1078, discharged me from the Scout 
Council and its rein ted ac t Lvi t ies . (Sec enc J ositrc /x 5) . 

Having reached the end of my ability to cope with the entire situation, 
finding the whole affair both emotion* 1 1 v and psyc ho I og t ca J 1 v exhausting as well 
as being a full time, self supporting college student in t he medical profession* 
I elected to pursue the matter no further and dec] ined to reply. 

1 1 was clearly spelled out , as seen in '-5 T that the "reasons for it will be 
maintained as confidential". Neither then, nor at any time before or after the 
y /5 communication was t he re anv indication to me that the matter had progressed 
past the local council level such as to a regional or national office. 

Living in Billings, Montana from June, lifln, through Tune, 1°81, T became active 
in Scout Troon 394 and served as Assistant Scoutmaster. Registration was never 
attempted as I saw that a move back to Kentucky would be forthcoming. During my Lime 
with the Troop, no difficulties were encountered nor accusations made. 

Returning to Kentucky and staying until October, 19*2, to assist in my family 
owned business, no attempts were made bv myself to become active in Scouting. I 
was approached on several occasions by past Scouting ncqtinintenances who inquired 
as to my status with Tri-State Area Council, the resolution of the earlier investi- 
gation, etc. Seemingly, the story had never died out, six years after the alleged 
incident in which I was to supposed to have taken part. 

Upon my father's retirement and selling of his business, I returned to Billings, 
Montana, in October, 1982. I resumed mv position in the field of professional 
emergency care and also resumed my position as Assistant Scoutmaster and Committee 
member of Troop 394, becoming quite active in the planning and operation of the 
25 Scout member uui t . T have attended meetings, counseled Scouts, driven Scouts- 
to activities and participated in overnight camping trips with the Scouts. Since 
October, I have developed a good working relationship with both the Scouts as well 
as the leaders of Scout Troop 3°^ who included mv name in their re-registration 
process in February, J 981. 

Tn February, 3°^3, I began the application process and was interviewed as a 
ootential participant in the "Big Brother" program of Billings. In this, less 
fortunate youth are matched with proper and suitable adults who serve as role 
models for the voungster. A minimum of four hours ner week of a mostly 1 — to— 1 
relationship is required. In March, 1 was officially "matched" with a 13 year old 
boy who, as it has turned out, has developed a rather solid friendship with me 
mucin to the pi easure of his s ing] e parent . 

On May 2, 1983. J was requested Wj^0///0t^^n\tmnster to see Mr. Dan 

Ferguson in the Hillings Scout office and appointment was made for May 5. On May 
3, T was contacted by the Executive Director of Rig Brothers, Billings office y 
for a conference on May 6. 

On May 5 , jX ^P l ^V ' ^ mm ^ m , Scout Executive of the Hillings office of the Montana 
Council of Hie Boy Scouts of America, iiifonned me lie had been instructed, in 
writing, by the national office of the f?SA to refuse my request for membership in 
the BSA, that iie had previously informed t lie >'\ key leaders of WBS^^^^S&SI^SlSMt 

directive and that none of them were aware of anv reason for i^^He reTuse^nv/^ 
request then, and at a later date, for mv review of M>o written directive. This 



Mr. Paul Ernst 
Page Three 

was the first indication to me that the 197 fi incident had been carried further 
than the Tri-State Area Council . 

Later that evening, after a '(^^^H^onimil: Cee meeting, T informed the 4 
key leaders of the unit of the circumstances surrounding the directive. They were 
shocked, to say the least. Tt was decided as a group that their support would be 
offered me in my decision to officially challenge the attitude of the BS A based 
on the 1976 incident. On May 6, my request for the initiation of the review process 
was mailed and was received on May 10, 1983. The 4 key leaders ol 
those men whose sons I have direct contact with, followed up with their 
letter of supoort on May 16, 1981. (See enclosure . To this day, T have yet 
to hear directly from the BSA but, rather, have been given replies "second hand" 
via Billings Area Execj 

The following day, after the meeting w ^^ 1 f^/^tttt/K^fff n r * a y ^' tne 
Executive Director of the Rig Brothers organization and several of the Exec. Board 
members informed me they had been contacted by a representative of the Boy Scouts 
of America relative to my being denied registration, explained they felt it to have 
a direct relationship to my being a participant in their youth oriented program 
and requested an explanation. Subsequently, f was placed on probation w.f tli that 
prog ram and have had the inn t cli of my so if and my "Little" suspended , vis I ta t i ens 
being nrohibited, until this Scouting issue is resolved. Mr. Pan Ferguson admitted 
to notifying the Big Brother office and this was confirmed by a representative of 
that organization . 

Mr . Erns t , let us pu t a few things in per spec tive : 

1) Tn 1976, it was decided <iftr>r an extensive investigation by Tri -State Area 
Council, that the allegations against me were without merit and untrue. 

2) Immediately after the initial accusations, action was taken by Tri -State Area 
Council in response to the specific alleged misconduct, demonstrating they can, 
and do, act promptly and appropriately when given a specific complaint. However, 
for two more years, I was badgered by the Council in an attempt to have me quit 

the BSA. There not being any actions by myself to warrant another immediate response 
or dismissal, it was obviously decided In make mv Scouting experience tumultuous 
in an attempt to remove me from Tri -State Area Council. 

3) At no time was [ informed not to register in the Boy Scouts of America, 
excep t in the Tr i-S ta te Area Couth: i 1 . 

A ) T t was neve r indicated to me that lite details or any in forma t ion re 1 a t ive 
to the incident ve re passer) to a regionn I and /or na I i ona J of f ice of the BSA . 

5) It was ind ica ted to me , however , that the incident and reasons for the 
decision d ism is s i ng me f rom Trf-State Area Counc i I won! d be ma in t ained as con f iden t ia 

fi) Tri-State Area Council, over a period of 25 months, verbally and in writing, 
abused me emotionally, psychologically and personally as a Scouter as well as 
an ind i vidual . 

7) A representative of the Boy Scouts of Ame rica contacted the office of Big 
Brothers relative to the denia 1 of BSA membership and the imp Li cations thereof , with 
that organization suspend i ng me f rom their o rogram based on in f o rma t i on received 
as a direct result of that Scouting representative contact. Mo accusations, 
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Mr. Paul Ernst 
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insinuations or allegations from the youth or his family had been offered, rather, 
a solid friendship had been established, only to be suddcn.1v suspended. 

8) The Boy Scouts of America continue? to persecute me even in the face of 
personal, Scout, Scouter and Troop lender support that has been offered on my 
behalf in the past as we J. I as the present, seven years from the time of the 
alleged incident . 

9) Please refer to the personal letter enclosed. This letter is sent from 

an individual that has known me for many years and is more aware of rny personal 
character than anyone else, fie is concerned that this matter be justly resolved 
and a decision be made in my favor, 

10) The Scoutmaster in Ashland, KY , with whom I had the agreement to assist in 
the face of the ongoing controversy, has recently indicated to me that he will 
confirm the facts, if contacted, that there were no difficulties in my participating 
in Scouting with the youths in his Troop and that Tri-State Area Council did, 
indeed, place tremendous pressure upon him for allowing me to participate in the 
Troop . I'll provide name and address upon request . 

I trust, Mr . Ernst, that these documents will, be carefully reviewed, that the 
implications and insinuations will be analysed and the legal ramifications studied. 
It is not my desire to involve the BSA in .litigation concerning the matter. I am 
simply wanting to offer my skills and talents, expertise and experience to Scouting. 
It has been proven of late date that I am capable of offering these, as well as a 
positive image, to youths and that those adults who are associated with in 
Scouting, at present are in support of me, being aware of this matter at hand. What 
more can I present you?! 

Need I say more? Let these facts speak for themselves in order that the file 
concerning the 1976 incident in which L was involved be forever closed and registratio 
be offered me now in the Boy Scouts of America. 



S i ncere 1 y , 



August 25, 1976 



To: 



From: 




Re: 



President 
e f Scout Executive 

Council Commissioner 
ield Director 

Alleged homosexual activities of:™ 

roe^^^Cilnin 

Ashland, Kentucky 4 1 1 1 




After thorough review of key Kentucky Tietrict volun- 
teers and an indepth interview with Mr. Gilpin, it is our 
conclusion that the allegations by the three hoys of Troop 
148 are without merit* 

Further, we instructed Mr. Gilpin to continue his 
Scouting activities and cautioned him that in the future 
he should addreas himself to always maintain a Scout 
leadcr/boy relationship verses a friendship relationship. 



I 



'-State Area Council, No. 672, Boy Scouts of America 




June 27, 1977 




Ashland, Kentucky 41101 
Dear Joel: 

In view of Lhe current situation, 1 feel that it is in the 
best interest of our O, A- Lodge that I relieve you of all 
your staff advisor assignments. Tins is being done to 
promote harmony within our boy-run organization. 

Please accept my thanks for your past leadership. 



Since rely , 




BD : ame 



-State Area Council, No. 672, Boy Scouts of America 



October 12, 1977 




3 



Ashland, Kent ucky 4 1 I 1 



Dear Joel: 



TroojM 

Troop roste 




& requested thai you be removed from their 
reasons of which you are aware. 



Enclosed is a check for $4.50 which covers a full refund 
for your adult registration and O* A, dues. 

You no longer should be involved with Scouting or its 
related activities such as fhe Order of the Arrow. 

I am sure that you understand the situation and that no 
further action will be necessary. 




HDCULame 




Huntington, 17. Va. 2S701 



Dear ?Ir. Corey, 

Enclosed you'll find the check for ^<1.!30 sent to 
ine recently v;hich I an returning- I will not accept 
i t as such ac tion on iry pnrt would inply that 
I ar.i guil ty of wrongdoings » which I a*n not . 

To ny knowledge, no official o£^/j^ff//t^^tfh^s asked 
that my name be rer.oved fron the ros ter . Please 
chock your source if you feci this is not true. 

Concerning your cor j. tend that I drop out of 
Scouting and Order of the r.rrow act i vi tin?; , I will 
not do so at thin tine with the i.npl i ci Lions 
you have ir.ade in your letter of Oc t^bcr 12 . 

why? The .^^^^■■■fcOiVcnce I had. was fron 
you and f-^l^^^^^^^^^^- 1 ^^ August of 1?7P which 

cleared r.ie of^^S^^fflW^a tions of ny boinr n horr.o- 
sorual. ITow, out of the "clear blue *ky" you 
strongly urge, alrost dc;.»and, that I ruit, that 
I know why, and that no further action will be necessary • 

trhatever happened to the ideal that one is 

innocent until proven cuilty? Ts it to be attempted 

to oust rrtO from Scoutina without so r uch as 

a !;e.:ring a t which to* 'C I cnuKi present ivy arguments? 

You and Tri Ctr.tc .Arc-i Council sec*v: to he nahing 

so;.:c rather harsh insua t j ons without oil the facts - 

For the record, I had planned to lot ;.iy rogistx~a- 
tion expire this cording P^rch and not bo active- 
not oven visit-in anything Scouting. I have not 
been for three ir.onths, nor plan to be un tilll'arch , 
active in any way v;ha tso^vca** in fcouting. Put nov/ f 
I have no choice than to be active in some small 
way until I-U'ch to signify that I am not allowing 
-7iytjelf to be dropped ?:ron touting by the local Council. 
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pane 2 



Should you wish to ^-i!:c rsti^nds , a Icn.tor z citing 
that I am not boiny "kich-2<! out'* will Co nicoly- 
I will not be in tinirla t^ti- wa w;o incr with 

<\ c C a;?iCi t i o n of clnrn c tor, n v *. r c 1 y r • i n o . 

I trust you cin soo r:y point of view run will 
tnke the nocGi?-iary 15 tops to cor cocc tho focusing 
attitude conveyor! to ns in your loot cm.*- f-n til 
then , I roHMin 



In rcou tirsa , 
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Itate Area Council, No. 672, Boy Scouts of America 



September 25, 1978 





7?Wana^emucky 41101 
Dear ^BHBHHBt 




After careful review, we have decided that your regis- 
tration with the Boy Scouts of America should not be accepted. 
We are therefore compelled to request that you sever any 
relations that you may have with Boy Scouts of America. 

You should understand that BSA leadership registration 
is a privilege and is not automatically granted to everyone 
who applies. We reserve the right to refuse registration 
whenever there is a concern that an individual may not 
measure up to the high standards of leadership which BSA 
seeks to provide for American youth. Please also understand 
that this decision and the reasons for it will be maintained as 
confidential. 

If you wish to have this decision reviewed, please write 
to me, explaining your version of the facts supporting your 
claim that your registration as a BSA leader should be granted 
or reinstated. 



Sincerely yours, 




LMM:ame 
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Ilil line* i M «nt. 59102 
May 16 , 1983 



Mr. Paul Ernst 

Registration Director, Boy Scouts of America 




Irving, Tex. 75062 



Dear Mr. Ernst: 

We, the undersigned are parents of six boys In 4hHBB^^9* here in 
Billings. We are the only members of the troop aware of Joel Gilpin's problems 
in a previous scout troop. We write to offer our support of Mr. Gilpin, who 
has been an adult leader in our troop for some time now, and on two different 
occasions. We find no reason in his actions and behavior towards us to bar 
him from participation in scouting and we support his efforts to clear his name. 
We also ask that you expedite your decision, since the busiest time of the year 
for scout activities is upon us, and we would value Joel's participation in 
those activities. I tliink that you would agree that and active leader's 
failure to participate in such activities might raise some questions in \,he 
minds of others in the troop who are unaware of his problems now, 

Joel has rejected the charges against him verbally to us, and has written to your 
office to initiate steps to clear his name. He has been a valuable asset to our troop 
showing good leadership qualities to the boys, has been active in troop committee 
work, and has given us ro reason to question his integrity. An adult leader in 
scouting must be the sort of individual in whom parents and other scouters can 
unequivocally entrust the physical and mental well-being of their children. Joel 
has given us no reason to question that trust. He has been that rare individual 
who has given freely and generously of his time, even though he has no children* 
of his own in the troop. 

We have not discussed this matter with anyone else in the troop, and are 
writing on our own initiative as individuals. We hope you will expedite your 
consideration of his case, review all the facts, and revise your restrictions 
on his participation in scouting. Thank you. 
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June 13, 1983 



Mr. Paul Ernst 
Registration Director 
National Office - BSA 

Irving, TX 75062-1296 

Dear Mr, Ernst, 

Having; known Joel Gilpin for some 14 years, it would be an injustice to 
say we know each other - more honestly, we have grown up togather, hold no 
secrets from each other and still, though he is in Billings, Montana, 3tay 
in touch on a regular basis with each other. 

He has informed me of his present difficulties in registering with the 
Boy Scouts of America and, from the onset, let me say you are mistaken if any 
faith is put in what happened back here in the Tri-State Area Council years 
ago. I know as I was a Scout at the time of the incident and a member of Troop 
148. 

Personal feelings put aside, objectively, I know Joel was an excellent 
Scout Leader. During the time of our Scouting association, he came in contact 
with thousands of Scouts and in some way had to have a good affect on them - 
as a Scout, Eagle Scout, Scout leader, Order of the Arrowman, OA Lodge Chief, 
Camp Staff member and in numerous other positions. Many years of hard work 
were put into Scouting by Joel only to be treated in a "less than honorable* 
way by the saine people whom he had helped so much. 

I find out now that he is having to fight again the same battle that he 
fought years ago with the Council - accusations that he attempted to have a 
sexual relationship with a Scout, the interviews that he had to go through in 
order to clear himself, only to have the Council change it's mind for no ap- 
parent reason and kick him out. Many lies were told and they are still lies* 

As a father now, I'm really aware of being careful who I let take care 
of my child - I love my child and want nothing to happen. I wouldn't have a 
second thought about Joel taking care of my youngster and have no doubt he 
can serve verv well as a Scout leader coming in contact with boys on a regular 
basis. 

I'm an Eagle Scout much because of what Joel did for and with me. I'm 
also Joel 1 3 very personal friend. I want it known that I'll help Joel clear 
his name no matter what it takes and hope that by your reviewing the facts, 
and not the accusations, that you, too, will see him as a good man and one 
that can be trusted. Scouting will, benefit by him being a member. 

I want to thank you for allowing me to express myself and don't hesitate 
to get ahold of me if I can answer any questions. 
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